
 
 

• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Spiritual Life Coach 
• The Giver of Prosperity 
• The National Patriot 

 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

Introduction – Meet Eva 
Your cousin, Melissa, and her new husband, Scott, just got married and are getting some pictures on their 

own at the reception venue. You, along with other members of the wedding party, are grabbing some appetizers 
after a long day of pictures and getting ready. As you munch, you overhear Eva, the maid of honor, talking 
about the worship service: “I sure hope the pastor wasn’t pushing that old-fashioned male-dominance onto 
Melissa when he talked about submitting to Scott. I don’t want her to become a doormat.” 

There are some murmurs of agreement, but you’re a little confused. You ask, “What do you mean by that? I 
didn’t hear anything about oppression in the sermon or the service.” The service was held at Melissa’s home 
church, a WELS congregation where she and Eva grew up together. Eva had since fallen out of regular 
attendance and membership; however, she still retained her instruction from the Small Catechism and God’s 
Word. She responds to your question, “It was clear as day in Ephesians 5. That imagery of Christ being male 
and the submissive church being female is problematic to women. It’s completely and fundamentally sexist and 
it opens the floodgates of oppression of women. That’s a big reason why WELS doesn’t allow women to be 
pastors—they’re sexist and oppressive against women.” 

You ask a question that just feels clunky coming out, “Are you saying Jesus shouldn’t have been a man?” 
“I just don’t think we should have to view Jesus through the lenses of male leadership, male power, and male 

domination while telling women to be passive, dependent, and submissive. Jesus needs to be a person who goes 
to the downtrodden to give them compassion in the face of oppression.” 

 
Have you ever met an Eva? 
 
 
Full disclosure: I do not intend to say or promote anything that is sexist or hurtful toward women (or men, for 
that matter). I am anti-sexism and pro-God’s Word. We will give ourselves the freedom to use some generalities 
as we discuss today’s topic. Please do not take such generalities personally. As long as they are not a truth found 
in God’s Word, we can know that there will be exceptions to things like such as characteristics that tend to be 
found in males vs. traits that tend to be found in females. If anyone crosses the line, we will operate with grace. 
 
The Three Waves of Feminism 

• Late nineteenth/early twentieth century – Remember Susan B. Anthony and the 19th amendment 
• 1960s to 1980s – Women should not be paid less for doing the same job as men. They should also be 

afforded the same opportunities as men in the workplace. 
• 1990s to current day – Overhaul social constructs in an effort to change people’s language and opinions 

of seemingly oppressive patriarchal systems. 
 
I can get on board with the first two waves. These are generally good things to have in our society. However, the 
third and current wave has become problematic. Side note: there are some laudable ideas coming out of feminism: increased 
maternity leave, equal pay, health coverage for feminine products, among others. Still, radical feminism is dangerous for 
society and the church. Think about what the world (really, America) views as “social constructs” – gender 
identity, typical gender role expectations, fashion, social classes, etc. The goal of radical members of this 
movement is to remove any distinction between man and woman, as found in these constructs. They do this by 
tearing down male-dominated structures including churches, institutions, corporations, and households. 



 
 

1. Does this remind you of any of the other false christs we’ve discussed (he’s in the right-hand column)? 
 
 

2. Perhaps we should get this out in front: what are some “traditional masculine features” that would be 
problematic to the idea of feminism (Eva mentions a few in the last paragraph of the intro)? 

 
 
 
 

3. What does this movement really say about God’s creation? 
 
 

a. What’s really the problem? It’s not the masculine features, it’s… 
 
 

4. What other voices convince someone to think this way? Explain. 
 
 
 

5. Galatians 3:28 is often used to promote this kind of thinking. However, look at verses 26 and 27, too. 
What do those verses add to our understanding of this section? 

 
 
 

6. Unfortunately, rather than elevating women, what does this approach toward the God-given unique 
roles of gender do? 

 
 
 

7. What does this movement do to Jesus? Remove the “traditional masculinity” and what are you left with? 
 
 
 
The	Feminized	christ	is	a	nursery	version	of	Jesus	who	cuddles,	coddles,	and	does	everything	he	can	to	cater	

to	the	emotions	and	experiences	of	his	followers.	
	
	
MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 

8. The author of this book makes a good comparison between the Feminized and the Real Jesus using a 
biblical image. What normally comes to mind when we think of Jesus as the Good Shepherd? 

 
 
 

a. How many of those thoughts do you think are influenced by a feminized form of Jesus? 
 
 
 

9. However, read John 10:10-18 then 1 Samuel 17:34-37. Given these descriptions, what should 
images of the Good Shepherd look like? 



 
 

This next section will deal specifically with the roles of men and women in marriage. This is taken from the pre-marriage classes we 
offer here at St. Paul’s. It will also show the real Jesus using masculine attributes for the good of his Bride, the Church. Even though 
this is specifically geared toward husband and wife, there is much to learn here about how Christian men operate toward Christian 
women and vice versa. 
 
Ephesians 5:25-28 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her  26 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as 
a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, 
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 
 

10. Who does a husband imitate in marriage?  What does that pattern lead a loving husband to do? 
 
 
 
This is not a demand a wife makes of her husband, but a gift a husband gives to his wife! 

 
 

11. Why will a husband displaying Christ-like love never “bark orders” or “put his foot down” in marriage, 
even if he is the “head of the household”? 

 
 
 
The word submission has entirely different connotations today than the Bible’s use of the term. Today, the term is 
used almost exclusively in the context of forceful dominance, inequality, fascist or totalitarian politics, etc. As 
such, these meanings obviously can’t be used to describe the relationship between God the Son and God the 
Father, let alone the agape love between husband and wife. The nature of God’s love requires us to rethink the 
idea of submission and selfless service. In the Bible, the word submission is used in many contexts to describe 
some of the most powerful relationships and expressions of trust and love ever known. Here we’ll review three: 
 
John 6:38-40 I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the 
last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 
life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
 
1 Corinthians 11:3 …The Head of Christ is God. 

 



 
 

12. Jesus submits to the Father, yet Jesus and the Father are both God. Based on these passages, does 
submission mean “inferiority” or “domination”? How, then, might you describe their relationship? 

 
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up. 
 
Ephesians 5:23 Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 

 
 

13. Describe the Church’s response to Christ. Why are we willing to follow Jesus in life and listen to him? 
 
 
 
 
Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband 
is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior.24 Now as the 
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 
 
14. Look at how the word submit has been used above. What does it mean for a Christian wife to submit? 

 
 
 
 
Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied [to the religious leaders in Jerusalem] “We must obey God rather 
than men.” 
 
Matthew 18:15-17a “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If 
they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 
‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it 
to the church.” 
 

15. Wives, God calls you to submit to your husbands. Does this mean that you blindly obey? Does this give 
your husband license to do as he pleases? How do the passages above apply to wives when husbands 
either sin or attempt to pull their wives into sin? 

 
 
 
 
There’s definitely more to talk about in Ephesians 5 and the truths it brings to us, but hopefully this brief 
overview will help us understand and share the Bible’s timeless teaching of submission and leadership.  
 
 



 
 

What comments and questions do you have? 
 
 
 
How to Respond – Eva is convinced that “masculine power” is the problem. Therefore, since Jesus came to 
earth as a man, something has to change, either with her or Jesus. In her eyes, it’s easier to change Jesus. Here 
are some ways to perhaps help her see the issue in doing so: 
 

16. Can “masculine power” be used in non-oppressive ways? What’s different in those cases? 
 
 
 

17. (This one requires trust and vulnerability) In what ways have men hurt you 
that you are so unwilling to trust them? What’s to say that the women in 
your life won’t hurt you in other ways? 

 
 
 

18. If Jesus is going to be stripped of his “masculine traits” like leadership or 
strength, then you’ve either made Jesus a liar or someone not worth praising 
as true God. I don’t think that’s your intention, but it concerns me that you 
would be willing to do that. 

 
 
 

19. What do you want out of this? Is it what God would want or is it just something you want? 
 
 
 
Comments or questions? 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer – CW 639 God Has Spoken by His Prophets v. 3 
God is speaking by his Spirit, speaking to our hearts again, 
In the ageless Word declaring his own message, now as then. 
Through the rise and fall of nations one sure faith is standing fast: 
God abides, his Word unchanging, God the first and God the last. Amen. 
 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	


